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Sheridan, but certainly neither Lincoln, nor Sherman, nor Sheridan is 
entitled to any special recognition for humanity on account of them. 

Dr. Hart is a brilliant writer and prolific author, and to him American 
history is greatly indebted for numerous and important publications. He 
is, undoubtedly, one of the foremost of American scholars. 

Brave Deeds of Confederate Soldiers. By Philip Alexander Bruce, LL. D., 
author of "Robert E. Lee" ; "The Rise of the New South," etc., 
Philadelphia : George W. Jacobs & &Company, Publishers. 

Dr. Bruce uses his polished pen to excelled advantage in recounting 
these interesting stories of the great civil war. They could, of course, 
have been greatly multiplied, but the sixteen which he gives us are wonder- 
fully thrilling and typical. While adhering strictly to the facts in each 
case, Dr. Bruce frames them in a setting of words which gives them a 
freshness of action that enlists an absorbing interest. The Union before 
1861 consisted of two really distinct nations, and the war waged by the 
South was one waged to preserve its national existence. There was no 
other meaning to it, and there was no solution to the war except inde- 
pendence or absolute defeat. These young heroes who figure in Dr. 
Bruce's eloquent pages thought of naught but their country, and they were 
inspired by as pure a spirit as ever was cherished by a knight errant or a 
crusader of the olden time. Lincoln never understood the Southern people, 
and in offering to pay them for their slaves, if they would only stop fight- 
ing and come back into the Union, he really grossly insulted them. These 
men were not fighting for the money value of slaves, as Lincoln 
and the North seemed to think, but for a national existence, which they 
deemed menaced in the old Union. Both Seward and Lincoln had declared 
that the old Union contained the elements of an irrepressible conflict, and 
as this was really true, no such Union was natural or desirable. Now, 
by the defeat of the South and its absorption by the North, a greater and 
more powerful nation was made possible, but this does not invalidate the 
ground of its heroic resistance. The absorption of Switzerland by France 
might make a stronger France and a greater Switzerland, but all the 
arguments in the world would never persuade the Swiss that any amount 
of material benefit could compensate them for the sacrifice of their 
national identity. 

Dr. Bruce has written many excellent works, but none attests his 
literary ability more strikingly than the book under notice. 

The Hatniltons of Burnside, North Carolina, and Their Ancestors, and 
Descendants. By Patrick Hamilton Baskerville, A. M. (University 
of Virginia.) Richmond, Va. William Ellis Jones Sons, Inc., 
Richmond, Va. 

Not long ago Mr. Baskerville wrote a book of the Baskerville family 
of Virginia and succeeded in tracing them back through many generations 



